
– Good! I am coming!
With these words Alexei Shirov accepted to participate in 

Hasselbacken Chess Open i Stockholm.

Stockholms Schacksällskap thereby succeeded to get 
a true world star to the starting field April 30–May 8, 
2016.

– It feels extremely nice to welcome Shirov to our 
tournament, and within Stockholms Schacksällskap we 
are of course proud to catch a 2700 player. When did 
that last happen in an Open in Sweden?, says Stefan 
Lindh, chairman of Stockholms Schacksällskap

On www.2700chess.com, which follows every world 
star’s rating day by day, Alexei Shirov has 2702. It 
makes him number 42 in the world. On the FIDE list, 
which is updated more seldom, he has 2699 on the 
June list.

With these words Alexei Shirov accepted to partici-
pate in Hasselbacken Chess Open i Stockholm.

Shirov has for many years been part of the world top players. He became GM 1990 
and won many tournaments in the 1990s, among others Biel 1991, Madrid 1997 and 
Monte Carlo 1998. The same year, 1998, he defeated Vladimir Kramnik in a chal-
lenge match and thereby grabbed the right to challenge Garry Kasparov in a World 
Championship match. Unfortunately the match fizzled out.

In the year 2000 Shirov was close to winning FIDE’s World Championship  
tournament, but lost the final against Viswanathan Anand.

Shirov is still highly active in world chess, and he won two tournaments 2012,  
Riga and Bueños Aires.

Perhaps his greatest tournament victory is from 2009, when he won the  
category 21 tournament M-tel Masters, a tournament where he among others  
defeated the World Champion of today, Magnus Carlsen.

Shirov previously has been engaged in Stockholms Schacksällskap’s youth work. 
Among others he welcomed the Nordic woman champion Lisa Fredholm and the 
coach Luis Couso to Shirov’s Winter Cup a couple of years ago.

– Shirov has always been an inspiration source to us in Stockholms Schacksällskap, 
and it is very much thanks to Luis Couso that we have had this rewarding coopera-
tion, which now continues in Hasselbacken Chess Open, Stefan Lindh says.
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